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Annexe 2 : Convention d’Occpation Temporaire du domaine 
forestier privé de l’Etat pour activités Minières sur le PEX 01/92 
dit « Espérance », faisant aujourd’hui l’objet d’une concession 
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Annexe 3 :



Décrets, arrêtés, circulaires 

TEXTES GÉNÉRAUX 

MINISTÈRE DE L’ÉCONOMIE, DE L’INDUSTRIE 
ET DU NUMÉRIQUE 

Arrêté du 4 décembre 2015 prolongeant la validité du permis exclusif de recherches de mines d’or 
et substances connexes attribué à la compagnie minière Espérance dit « Permis Nouvelle 
Espérance » et réduisant sa surface dans le département de la Guyane 

NOR : EINL1529428A 

Par arrêté du ministre de l’économie, de l’industrie et du numérique en date du 4 décembre 2015, la durée de 
validité du permis exclusif de recherches de mines d’or et substances connexes dit « Permis Nouvelle Espérance » 
et réduisant sa surface à 127,7 km2, portant sur le territoire des communes d’Apatou et de Grand-Santi, est 
prolongée jusqu’au 5 novembre 2018, compte tenu de l’engagement financier minimal de 985 600 euros. 

Conformément à la carte au 1/100 000 annexée au présent arrêté (1), le périmètre du permis exclusif de 
recherches dit « Permis Nouvelle Espérance » est constitué par un polygone à côtés rectilignes dont les points sont 
définis par les coordonnées suivantes (système RGFG 95, projection de Mercator Transverse Universelle – UTM – 
fuseau 22) : 

POINTS LOCALISATION DU POINT COORDONNÉES X COORDONNÉES Y 

1 Extérieur 131 915 509 519 

2 Extérieur 125 687 497 799 

3 Extérieur 120 464 497 950 

4 Extérieur 121 800 501 900 

5 Extérieur 124 441 507 411 

6 Extérieur 127 049 511 829 

7 Extérieur 130 717 517 384 

8 Extérieur 139 706 520 996 

9 Extérieur 140 442 520 576 

10 Extérieur 139 385 517 695 

11 Extérieur 135 895 512 278 

12 Intérieur 130 787 517 307 

13 Intérieur 135 823 517 307 

14 Intérieur 135 823 512 352 

15 Intérieur 130 788 512 352   

Le périmètre du permis exclusif de recherches dit « Permis Nouvelle Espérance » n’englobe pas la concession 
« Espérance » détenue par la compagnie minière Espérance. 

La compagnie minière Espérance s’engage à ne pas effectuer de travaux terrestres dans un rayon de 3 km autour 
du centre du village d’Apagi, dont les coordonnées sont les suivantes : x = 118 297 et y = 501 570.  

(1) L’arrêté intégral et la carte peuvent être consultés à la direction de l’eau et de la biodiversité, sous-direction de la 
protection et de la gestion des ressources en eau et minérales, bureau de la gestion et de la législation des ressources minérales 
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non énergétiques, tour Séquoia, 92055 La Défense Cedex, ainsi que dans les bureaux de la direction de l’environnement, de 
l’aménagement et du logement de la Guyane, impasse Buzaré, BP 6003, 97306 Cayenne Cedex.  
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Annexe 4 : Article du New York Times  relayant la découvert 
d’une roche démontrant la présence d’eau sur Mars et 

nommée « Espérance » en référence à la mine de la CME 
(7/06/2013)
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SPACE &  COSMOS

Martian Rock Another Clue to a Once
Water-Rich Planet
By KENNETH CHANG JUNE 7, 2013

The discovery of what appears to be a clay-rich rock on Mars adds to the
portrait of the planet as one that once — in its youth, more than three and a
half billion years ago — was a water-rich world with conditions amenable
for life, NASA scientists said Friday.

The rock in question, about the size of a person’s forearm, was
examined by the Mars rover Opportunity, the older of the spacecraft still in
operation on the planet. The newer rover, the Curosity, landed last August
and has been hogging the headlines ever since; in a news conference on
Friday, NASA officials proudly called attention to the fact that the
Opportunity, launched nearly a decade ago, was still soldiering on with
valuable field work.

The newly discovered rock, which scientists named Esperance, is one of
the oldest rocks that the Opportunity has looked at during its nine and a
half years on Mars. From the abundances of elements like aluminum,
calcium and magnesium, the mission’s scientists concluded that the rock is
very rich in clay minerals, which could have formed from copious water
running over volcanic rocks.

“This is powerful evidence that water interacted with this rock and
changed its chemistry, changed its mineralogy in a dramatic way,” said
Steven W. Squyres, the principal investigator.
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The Opportunity and a twin rover, the Spirit, landed on Mars in
January 2004, intended for a three-month mission. The Spirit got stuck in
2009 and has not been heard from since 2010, but the Opportunity remains
in “remarkably good health,” said John Callas, the project manager.

“It is now Sol 3,331 in our 90-day rover mission,” Dr. Callas said. A sol
is a Martian day, which is 39 minutes longer than a day on Earth.

The Opportunity has already found many signs of flowing water in
Mars’s ancient past, but of very acidic water. “In fact, what Opportunity has
mostly discovered evidence for in the past was sulfuric acid on Mars,” Dr.
Squyres said.

The clays in Esperance — which means “hope,” but the rock was
actually named after a gold mine in French Guiana where a project member
had done research — formed in more neutral waters. “This is water you
could drink,” Dr. Squyres said. “This is water that was probably much more
favorable in its chemistry, in its pH, in its level of acidity, for things like
prebiotic chemistry, the kind of chemistry that could lead to the origin of
life.”

Last December, Dr. Squyres talked about a light-colored fine-grained
rock in the same area, which appeared to possess a thin crust of clays, but
otherwise had a composition typical of most Martian rocks.

Esperance contains a much higher concentration of clays, he said.

With its limited instruments, the Opportunity cannot look for carbon-
based molecules that could be the building blocks of life. The Curiosity,
which landed on another part of Mars, is larger and has a more advanced
chemistry laboratory, and Dr. Squyres was asked if he wished that the
Opportunity had the same capabilities.

“Absolutely,” he said with a chuckle. “No question about it. This is a
treasure trove.”

Opportunity is now headed for a 180-foot hill called Solander Point,
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less than a mile away. The slope will allow the rover to tilt its fixed solar

panels northward to the Sun as winter approaches. Outcrops at Solander
Point could reveal more clay-rich rocks.

Meanwhile, elsewhere on Mars, the Curiosity is about to wrap up its
work on a couple of intriguing rocks that have painted a similar story of the
planet’s early history. It will then head toward its primary goal, an 18,000-
foot mountain where rocks near the base are believed to contain clay
minerals. That five-mile trip is expected to take about a year.

A version of this article appears in print on June 8, 2013, on page A14 of the New York edition
with the headline: Martian Rock Another Clue To a Once Water-Rich Planet.

© 2015 The New York Times Company
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Annexe 5 : Mémoire de récolement suite à l’inspection du 6 
octobre 2016. Réhabilitation et revégétalisation sur la mine de 

St-Elie
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Annexe 6 : Sélection de plantes fixatrices d’azote 
endogènes de Guyane pour la restauration des sites dégradés, 

restitution finale 
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